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Press Release

09/02/2010

Eye Community Open Space Group Celebrates £100,000 Lottery Grant
Eye Community Open Space Group is celebrating the announcement that they have secured £100,000 of funding from  Groundwork UK’s  Community Spaces programme.  

The group consists of village residents who have come together to try to make the village a better place to live.  The initial idea was to apply for funding to make an open space more accessible and better used by the community.  The land is situated behind Mannor Farm Community Centre and is currently too overgrown and boggy to be used by families for fun, sport or leisure.  

As one, of only 5 large grants approved so far in the UK and the only one in the Eastern region, the group are very pleased about securing the grant from the Big Lottery Funded programme.  After consultation with the residents ideas were put together.  The plans include a path to go round the field, drainage, a picnic area, trim trail, benches, solar lighting, litter bins, a wild flower area and more planting of trees.  Work will start on the land in the next month, with an opening launch day in early summer.  We have had advice and guidance from the Wildlife Trust and hope to get as many groups and individuals involved in tree planting and wildlife observation as possible.

The founder member of the group Mr Dale McKean, had the initial idea for re-developing the site and came across the Community Spaces website.  With a lot of help from Groundwork UK, the bid was finally submitted in November 2009.

City Councillor David Sanders, who has supported the group from the outset said “I am thrilled for the group who have worked so hard to secure this funding and will now be able to make a difference in their community”
If anyone is interested in joining our group then please contact Dale McKean on 01733 222292   or via email at dmck@cyberware.co.uk.  There are other Community Spaces awards available for groups who have a project idea in their areas ranging from £10,000 to £50,000. More information can be found at www.community-spaces.org.uk 
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